Settlement in 
‘Blackfish’ lawsuit 


SeaWorld reaches $65M agreement 
in case involving documentary. A12 


SPORTS 


FSU, LSU to meet 
in Orlando opener 


Seminoles and Tigers to play first of 
two neutral-site matchups in 2023. C1 


TRUSTED. BALANCED. LOCAL. 


Orlando Sentinel 


Wednesday, February 12, 2020 


* FINAL EDITION $2.50 


ELECTION 2020 NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIMARY FLORIDA’S TROUBLED GUARDIAN PROGRAM 


Fierle gets 
released 


Documents detail abuse, neglect 
allegations against disgraced guardian 


By MONIVETTE CORDEIRO 
AND JEFF WEINER 


After he was admitted to St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Tampa last 
April, Steven Stryker talked to a 
registered nurse about his dete- 
riorating health, including 
whether he was more interested 

i in aggressive treatment or com- 
j fort. 


2 a The nurse’s notes indicated 
B 
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Lisa Barrett cheers with other supporters Tuesday as they watch election results come in at a rally for Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders in Manchester, New Hampshire. 


Sanders takes early lead; 
Bennet, Yang drop out 


Voters begin narrowing crowded Democratic field 


BY STEVE PEOPLES, 
KATHLEEN RONAYNE 
AND HUNTER WOODALL 
Associated Press 


MANCHESTER, N.H. — Fiery 
progressive Bernie Sanders fought 
for Democratic front-runner stat- 
us Tuesday night as New Hamp- 
shire’s first-in-the-nation primary 
began to cull the crowded field, 
bringing at least some clarity to a 
presidential nomination fight 
marred so far by dysfunction and 
doubt. 

Sanders held a narrow lead over 
Pete Buttigieg as the two ideolog- 


ical opposites battled it out in the 
chaotic nomination fight to take 
on President Donald Trump. 

Minnesota Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, a Midwestern moder- 
ate like Buttigieg, was trailing in 
third place. It was an unexpect- 
edly strong showing for 
Klobuchar, who surged following 
a standout debate performance 
Friday. 

Meanwhile, Joe Biden just 
wanted to avert political disaster 
after leaving the state hours before 
the final polls closed. 


Please turn to PRIMARY, A6 


Sanders joins his wife, Jane Sand- 
ers, after greeting people cam- 
paigning for him Tuesday. 


Florida Senate moves on E-Verify bill 


Party resolution puts 
pressure on skeptical 
Republican leaders 


BY GRAY ROHRER 


TALLAHASSEE - A Florida 
Senate panel on Tuesday passed a 
bill imposing fines on businesses 
that don’t verify a potential hire’s 
eligibility to work in the United 
States, two weeks after the Repub- 
lican Party of Florida passed a res- 
olution supporting the measure. 

But the bill would still exempt 
agricultural businesses, licensed 
independent contractors and 
“casual labor” hired by a home- 
owner for work entirely within 


the home from the E-Verify re- 
quirements. 

The state party resolution, 
pushed by its chair Joe Gruters, 
also a state senator from Sarasota, 
put pressure on Senate GOP lead- 
ers — who had been skeptical of 
the bill — to place it on the agenda 
nearly halfway through the legis- 
lative session. 

It’s a top priority of Gov. Ron 
DeSantis, who campaigned on 
passing E-Verify, but it’s also un- 
veiling a split among Florida Re- 
publicans between immigration 
hard-liners and supporters of 
large, influential industries like ag- 
riculture and tourism that rely on 
immigrant labor. 

Sen. Tom Lee, the sponsor of SB 


Shorter sentence sought for Stone 


Senior Justice Department officials intervene to overrule 
prosecutors and recommend a more lenient sentence. A3 


664, said it was about following 
the law, not catering to big busi- 
ness. 

“To me, I’ve been up here so 
many sessions and I hear talk 
about jobs, jobs, jobs ... and I really 
believe that sometimes we would 
sell our soul in this country for 
another buck,” said Lee, R-Thono- 
tosassa. “We are a nation of laws.” 

Lee’s bill passed on a partisan 
4-2 vote, with Republicans in fa- 
vor and Democrats opposed, but 
only after it was amended to ex- 
empt agriculture workers and 
provide a phase-in that would al- 
low smaller companies two years 
to comply with the requirements. 
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YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 
WHO settles on name for virus 


Leaders’ name for the disease that emerged in China aims 
to prevent the use of labels that might be stigmatizing. A8 


he was “fully aware” of his con- 
dition and willing to accept a 
feeding tube if it would prolong 
his life. They also discussed the 
risks and benefits of cardiopul- 
monary resuscitation, if his 
heart were to stop, as well as the 
option of a “do not resuscitate” 
order. 

“No,” Stryker said “ada- 
mantly,” according to a review of 
the nurse’s notes by Florida De- 
partment of Law Enforcement 
investigators. “I want to try 
everything I can.” 

But Stryker’s court-appointed 
guardian, Rebecca Fierle, signed 
a DNR order and later insisted 
his feeding tube be capped — 
despite being warned that he 


MONIVETTE CORDEIRO/ 
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Rebecca Fierle, the disgraced 

guardian at the center of Flor- 

ida's guardianship scandal, was 

released from the Marion 

County jail Tuesday. 


would choke and die. 

Days later, he did choke. Med- 
ical staff did not attempt to save 
him, and he died. 

The document, released 
Tuesday, details what led FDLE 
agents to seek a warrant for Fier- 
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Lawmakers unveil 
tax breaks package 


Companies that give 
to voucher program 
would receive ‘refund’ 


By GRAY ROHRER 


Florida lawmakers would give 
extra money to companies that 
contribute to private-school 
vouchers and require school dis- 
tricts to share more sales tax pro- 
ceeds with charter schools, 
under a sweeping package of tax 
breaks and other changes that 
were introduced on Tuesday. 

Under existing law, large com- 
panies are set to receive corpo- 
rate tax refunds, starting on May 
L The refunds are part of an enor- 
mous tax cut that big businesses 
successfully lobbied the Florida 
Legislature for in 2018 and 2019 
after changes made by President 
Trump’s 2017 federal tax cuts led 
to them having to give a portion 
of their federal savings back in 
the form of higher state taxes 
because of the way federal and 


SCOTT KEELER/TAMPA BAY TIMES 


Gov. Ron DeSantis waves to 
members of the Florida Legisla- 
ture during a joint session of 
lawmakers in January. 


state income tax laws interact 
with each other. 

Companies that participate in 
the voucher program, the Florida 
Tax Credit Scholarship, aren’t el- 
igible for the refund. As support- 
ers of the program noted, the 
money is donated to organiza- 
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DACA wait sparks wave of activism 


Recipients using their shared language and culture to 
build trust in immigrant communities, campaigns. A10 
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